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Secondly, there is no way so effective of teaching car*
and respect for the property of others as to have treasures
of one's own. The child in the elementary school is often
reproached for being careless with pencils, pens, paper
and books; while the child in the fee-paying school, who
is the proud possessor of his own pencil, india-rubber and
text-books, often loves them and guards them with the
greatest care.
Probably if children in elementary schools had given
to them at the beginning of each term a stock of pens,
pencils, paper, paints, &c., and were lent the books to be
used for the term, an economy would be effected, for the
children would learn to use all such things carefully. It
is, of course, obvious that a man should respect public
property far more than his own possessions; yet a great
many do not, and one hears of folk who see no harm in
cheating a railway company or using carelessly electric
light in a public building who would be scrupulously
honourable to a friend and meticulously careful of the
home electric light. If this is true of adults, it is not fan-
to expect a little child to bestir himself to treat with care
the property of so abstract an entity as the L.E.A.
The growth of a sense of responsibility must be through
care of one's own possessions to a sympathetic understand-
ing of the value a friend's treasures have for him ; from an
understanding of the need to respect a Mend's property
to that of caring for public possessions, because social
conduct is the duty of every member of the community.
Thirdly, the attitude of generosity is acquired more easily
if from the earliest days a child lives with people who share
possessions with him and expect him to share his.   Little
children are generous and love to give, partly because
it rouses a feeling of importance and causes a feeling of
approval in others ; but if they own so little that to give
one marble is to give all, we are asking a sacrifice of them
that we should not dream of demanding  of ourselves.

